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Lisdjig and Amendments to tbe Claims 

Hiis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

* 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method for managing at least one storage device, 
comprising the steps of: 

V 

(a) identi^ng the at l6ast.one storage device; 



(b) establishing a database containing information about the identified at least 



one 



storage device, 



wherein the information about the identified at least one storage device includes 
operating characteristics of the identified at least one stcmtge device; 

(c) providing to the user a graphical user interface in accordance with the 
information in the database, the graphical interface displaying at least one menu option for 
the identified at least one storage.device for the user to select at least one of (i) display of 
the information about the identified at least one storage device and (ii) execution of at least 

■ 

one process to control the operation of the at least one storage device; 

(d) processing the user-selected menu optio n^ said orpceasing fi^t^<^ r i n irt»;|ne- 

det] 




with the opemtional ruXes. f pr the identi 



-Stora ge device, and if n^t. blocldnp 
lessace : and 

(e) automatically updating the graphical user interface in response to the processing 



execution of the at least one process, and een< 



of the user-selected mrau option. 
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2. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
identifying the at least one storage device comprises the step of ascertaining a 
manufacturer and model number for the at least one storage device. 



3. (Previously presented) The method according to ohdm 1 wherein the step of 
establishing a database comprises the step of obtaining mformation that includes at least 
one of (a) operational rules, (b) commands and (c) processing routines of the one storage 
device. 



4. (Canceled) 



5. (Previously presented) The meUnod according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
providing a graphical user interface includes the steps of: 

displaying icons representative of each identified at least one storage device in a 
hioarchical fashion in a first pane; and 

displaying infonnaition in a second pane related to a corresponding one of the icons 
displayed in the first pane. 



6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein steps (d) and (e) are 
repeated following receipt of each subsequent mean selection made by a user. 



7. (Previously presented) Appatams for managing at least one storage device, 
comprising: 
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a database containing infoimation about the at least one.storege devices, 
wherein the information about the at least one storage device includes operating 
characteristics of the at least one storage device; and 

a processor coupled to the at least one storage device for (a) identiiying the at least 
one storage device; (b) providing to a user a graphical user interface in accordance with the 
infomiation in the database, the graphical interfece displaying at least one menu option for 
the-identified at least one storage.device for the user to select at least one of (i) display of 
information about the identified at least one storage device and (ii) execution of at least 
one process to control the operation of die at least.one storage device; (c) processing the 
user-selected menu optio n, bv fi) deteirni ni'np iPtu^ j ... . _ ^, , 

*^ - ^i ""wnn^mnR ir rne requested execution o f the at } eR^ ^t^^ 

te storage devica 



^ Pt^cess complies with die n^^t^ra Honal nilP^ fr ^f i e idenii^ fA 



^ and if not fi 




^ < m^sagg; and (d) automatically updating the graphical user interface in response to tiie 
a processing oftiieuscrelected menu option. 



8. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the 
processor identifies the at least.one storage device by ascertaining its manufacturer and 
model number. 



9. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the 
database contains information that includes at least one of (a) operational rules, (b) 
commands and (c) processing routines of the one storage device. 
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10. (Canceled) 



11. 



(Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the 



processor provides the graphical «ser interface by (a) displaying icons representative of 
each identified at least one storage devices in a hierarchical feshion in a first panej and (b) 
displaying infonnation in a second pane related a conesponding one of the icons displayed 
in a first pane. 
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